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COMMITTED TO MARINERS AND SEAFARERS

SEAMEN’S CHURCH INSTITUTE

In the mid-19th century, New York was a bustling port city receiving 
ships laden with cargo from around the world that powered 
America’s growing economy. Seafarers were vital to this trade, but 
these men (mostly first-generation Americans, recent immigrants 
from Europe, or foreign nationals) were ignored by the land-
dwellers or taken advantage of by “crimps” and unscrupulous 
boarding houses that saw them as easy prey. The Seamen’s Church 
Institute recognized an opportunity and embraced it as a mission—
to offer these seafarers pastoral care (spiritual, emotional, and 
physical care) as well as provide for self-advancement through 
continuing mariner education training. 
 
For nearly 200 years, SCI has met the emerging needs of mariners by 
improving upon existing models, embracing new technologies, and 
expanding to engage new maritime centers in caring for this often 
overlooked population of critical workers. 

Founded in 1834 and affiliated with the Episcopal Church—though 
nondenominational and inclusive in terms of its trustees, staff, and 
service to mariners—the Seamen’s Church Institute is the largest, 
most comprehensive mariners’ service agency in North America. 
Through our Center for Maritime Education, Center for Mariner 
Advocacy, Port Newark International Seafarers’ Center, and Ministry 
on the River, SCI promotes safety, dignity, professional 
advancement, and improved working and living conditions for the 
men and women serving in the maritime workplace.

WHO WE ARE

HISTORY

seamenschurch.org

Christmas at Sea
Since 1898, CHRISTMAS AT SEA has become one  of the most time-
honored traditions at The Seamen's Church Institute. Today, 
hundreds of volunteer knitters and crocheters send thousands of hats, 
scarves, and ditty bags, delivered and distributed to mariners working 
the inland waterways and seafarers at Port Newark by our Chaplains 
and Chaplain Associates. 

HEADQUARTERS 
50 Broadway, 26th Floor 

New York, NY 10004 
212-349-9090 

sci@seamenschurch.org

INTERNATIONAL SEAFARERS’ CENTER 
118 Export Street 

Port Newark, NJ 07114 
973-589-5828 

isc@seamenschurch.org

CENTER FOR MARITIME EDUCATION: 
HOUSTON 

9650 High Level Road 
Houston, TX 77029 

713-674-1236 
cme@seamenschurch.org

CENTER FOR MARITIME EDUCATION: 
PADUCAH 

128 South Water Street 
Paducah, KY 42001 

270-575-1005 
cme@seamenschurch.org

CENTER FOR MARINER ADVOCACY 
3333 Chartres Street 

New Orleans, LA 70117 
504-934-4643 

cma@seamenschurch.org
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Being a mariner or seafarer has constant challenges. Long contracts 
or shift work can lead to extended periods of loneliness and 
isolation from loved ones. At the same time, ships and boats require 
expertise and exacting attention from their crews. Even without 
factoring in severe weather, working on the water is dangerous  
and demanding.  
 
At SCI, we understand the difficulties mariners and seafarers face. 
Our goal is to be a beacon of support, service, and meaningful 
connection for mariners and seafarers—committed to meeting 
them wherever they may be, standing shoulder-to-shoulder on their 
best and worst days.

PASTORAL CARE

INTERNATIONAL SEAFARERS’ CENTER
At the Port of New York and New Jersey, SCI’s chaplains provide 
pastoral care and social welfare services to seafarers on commercial 
ships, as well as to tug and harbor operators in the port. Annually, 
the ISC chaplaincy team visits thousands of vessels offering 
counseling, fellowship, practical support, and priority response in 
situations as needed.

MINISTRY ON THE RIVER
Since the 1990s, Ministry on the River has served America’s maritime 
community working the inland rivers, Intracoastal Waterway, and 
the Gulf of Mexico. MOR Chaplains and our large network of Chaplain 
Associates visit boats frequently, offering crisis response, pastoral 
counseling, support, and fellowship to thousands of professional 
mariners. MOR provides the only such network on American inland 
waterways, operating 24/7, 365 days a year.

LEGAL ADVOCACY
The CENTER FOR MARINER ADVOCACY administers the world’s only 
free legal-aid service devoted exclusively to the needs of merchant 
mariners, educating and assisting with concerns regarding working 
conditions, compensation, and rights in various circumstances. On a 
global scale, CMA monitors and works to improve international and 
national standards affecting mariners’ living and working conditions. 
To that end, the CMA regularly participates in the U.S. Coast Guard,  
International Maritime Organization, the International Labour 
Organization, United States Congressional and other countries’ 
legislative deliberations relating to seafarers’ issues.

TRAINING & EDUCATION
Since the founding of its Navigational School in 1899, SCI has pioneered 
innovative methods and technologies in maritime education and has 
acted as an advocate for safety and training. Today, our CENTER FOR 
MARITIME EDUCATION offers programming and services for inland river, 
intracoastal, and offshore region mariners and maritime companies.

SCI 24-HOUR CHAPLAINCY EMERGENCY LINE 
800.708.1988 • chaplain@seamenschurch.org

SIMULATOR TRAINING
The CME offers two state-of-the-art simulator training facilities in 
Houston, TX, and Paducah, KY. These centers feature experienced 
maritime educators providing essential course instruction, certification, 
and compliance programming. 

E-LEARNING
The CME offers up-to-date standard and fully customizable modules  
via its asynchronous learning platform. Mariners can pick up basic or 
advanced instruction and certification any time, anywhere, on any 
device. Hybrid-learning capabilities are available when coupled with 
simulator instruction.

FEASIBILITY STUDIES
With advanced simulator instruction comes accurate maritime data. 
The CME offers feasibility studies for companies seeking critical 
information for future maritime infrastructure projects—providing 
critical research in the planning stages, saving time and money.

MOR 
CRISIS  
RESPONSE

MARITIME ACADEMIES
In the past few years, and in accordance with a directive defined in  
the Board of Trustees’ Strategic Plan, the Seamen's Church Institute 
has provided its chaplaincy for U.S. Maritime Academies 
indoctrinations and sea-terms. SCI attends these intensive cadet-
training events to bolster morale, provide pastoral care, and respond 
to crises should any arise.

LEGAL ASSISTANCE & U.S. VISAS
Mariners needing legal assistance or information about U.S. Visas  
can contact the Center for Mariner Advocacy by email: 
cma@seamenschurch.org. Be sure to include these important details:

• Your ship’s name      
• Your ship’s country of registry

  • Your full name 
  • Your location

SUPPORT 
SCI

The world depends on mariners.  
Mariners depend on SCI.  
And SCI depends on you. 
Scan to donate or visit: 
seamenschurch.org/give
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