¥k % K K

stmas at Sea

SEAMEN'’S
CHURCH
INSTITUTE




Investing in SCI’s mission-driven work on behalf of mariners and seafarers

SCl upholds our enduring legacy of serving and protecting the personal and professional lives of mariners with unwavering
compassion and dedication. We are committed to partnering with the maritime industry to ensure dignity within the workplace,
and the safety of vessel operations and maritime environments. Through our efforts, we strive to foster a safer, more respectful,
and sustainable maritime community, both internationally and domestically.

Our core values are compassion, dependability, and integrity.
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From the President’s Desk

Growing up in Georgia, Christmas meant crisp air and, if we
were lucky, a dusting of snow. Years later, | spent Christmas
in Cape Town, South Africa, where families celebrate with
beach outings and evening barbecues in the summer
warmth. That experience reminded me that many of the
seafarers we serve come from the Southern Hemisphere,
where the seasons—and holiday traditions—are very
different from our own.

Although it’s August and many of us here in North America
are enduring summer heat, this is when Christmas at Sea
truly begins. Creating the thousands of handmade gifts we
distribute each December is not a seasonal effort—itis a
year-round labor of love. Knitters, crocheters, sewers, and
other volunteers devote countless hours to crafting gifts that
tell mariners far from home a simple but powerful truth:
someone is thinking of you, someone cares.

Since 1898, Christmas at Sea has offered comfort, hope,
and connection to seafarers and inland mariners who often
spend the holidays away from their families. Many still
remember receiving their first package decades later and
treasure it to this day.

seamenschurch.org

The Rev. Mark S. Nestlehutt
SClI President & Executive Director

That same spirit of care guides all of SCI’s work. This year
we partnered with the Yale School of Medicine to publish
a landmark study on U.S. inland mariner wellness and we
launched a new initiative to identify core competencies
that will strengthen and enhance the work of our
maritime chaplains.

Whether through SCI’s advocacy, education, chaplaincy, or
our Christmas at Sea program, our mission remains the same:
to care for those who keep the world’s commerce moving.

| want to thank Joanne Bartosik, her dedicated team, and
each volunteer whose generosity reminds mariners they are
never forgotten. Happy summer! Happy knitting, crocheting,
and sewing! And thank you for all that you do to support
SCI’s mission.

Faithfully—
A —

The Rev. Mark S. Nestlehutt
President & Executive Director
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(L-R) The Rev. Mark Nestlehutt, Joanﬁe Bal h
and members of the Episcopal Church Women.o
Long Island Angie Morris and Deborah Richberg.

One Stitch at a Time

Christmas 2026 is on the horizon. Preparations are already group, assist with packing, or help spread the word, your
underway. The scope of the work ahead may feel substantial involvement makes this effort possible.

when measured in hats to knit and crochet, ditty bags to fill,

gifts to pack, vessels to visit, and mariners to reach. Yet those The work ahead involves one stitch, one gift, and one

who work with fiber understand an important principle: every volunteer at a time.
finished piece begins with a single stitch.

On its own, a stitch can appear insignificant. It is small, easily
overlooked, and serves only a limited purpose by itself.
However, every completed project is the result of thousands
of individual stitches working together to create something
useful and meaningful.

The same holds true for Christmas at Sea. The program’s
success has always depended on the combined efforts of
many individuals and groups contributing in different ways—
through knitting, crocheting, sewing, donating toiletries

and treats, writing Christmas cards, volunteering at packing
events, or supporting the program in other capacities. Each

contribution, no matter its size, plays a role in reaching W

seafarers and mariners during the holiday season.

Thank you for your continued support and dedication.

As we begin planning for Christmas 2026, | encourage
you to consider how you can participate. Whether you
create handmade items, organize a knitting or crocheting

Joanne Bartosik
Associate Director, Development & Christmas at Sea
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Staying Connected Through Media

With volunteers and supporters in every state and beyond,
much of the work of Seamen’s Church Institute takes

place locally—in homes, faith communities, civic groups,
and libraries. Because of this dispersed structure, it can
sometimes feel difficult to see the full scope of the network.
Yet each volunteer is part of a much larger community of
caring individuals united in support of mariners and the
Institute’s mission.

SCI’'s Communications and Development teams work together
to keep that connection strong. Through storytelling,
updates, and news from the field, they help
bring the SCI community closer together—
connecting individual acts of service to the
broader impact they create.

How We Stay Connected

SCl shares its work and the stories of those it
serves through a range of publications and digital
platforms designed to keep supporters informed
and engaged throughout the year.

Two print magazines anchor this effort.

The Knit Before Christmas, published in summer and
winter, highlights the Christmas at Sea program and
the volunteers who make it possible. The Lookout,
released in spring and fall, offers a wider lens on SCI’s
work supporting mariners around the world.

Between issues, The Masthead, SCI’s monthly digital
newsletter, provides timely updates, announcements,
and event recaps. Audio versions of both The Masthead
and The Lookout are also available on SCI’s website,
making the content accessible in multiple formats.

For deeper reading, visitors can explore human-
interest stories and excerpts from chaplains’
pastoral reports through the News section of the
SCI Wehsite, seamenschurch.org.

Connecting Online

SCl also maintains an active presence on social media,
including Facebook, Instagram, and LinkedIn, where followers
can stay informed about programs, events, and stories from
the field.

Fiber artists involved in Christmas at Sea are invited to join
Untangled (facebook.com/groups/untangled.sci), a private
Facebook community dedicated to sharing

ideas, answering questions, and offering

*

o0
% support. With more than 700 members,
P Untangled has become a vibrant space
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where volunteers exchange tips, discuss
patterns, and connect through their shared
commitment to mariners.

Explore Further

Additional digital copies of SCI’s most
recent publications are available through
the Media and Publications section of the
SCl website (seamenschurch.org/print),
where readers can browse current and
pastissues.

Those who wish to stay regularly informed
can also subscribe to SCI publications
through an online Subscription Form
(seamenschurch.org/subscribe).

A Shared Connection

Every story shared, every update
read, and every connection made
helps strengthen a global community
dedicated to serving mariners.

Thank you for your continued
support and for being part of the
SCI community.
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Ready, Set, Go... Here Comes
Christmas 2026

For the 128" time, volunteers this year will be setting sail on a
very special mission—hand-making gifts, gathering toiletries
and treats, personalizing Christmas cards, and assembling
ditty bags and boxes for international seafarers and mariners
far from home during the holiday season. These gifts are
heartfelt expressions of gratitude to the men and women of
the maritime industry who keep our modern way of life afloat.

It’s an enormous, ambitious, and—let’s not forget—joyful
undertaking to process more than 20,000 donations each year

and ensure everything is packed and delivered in time for
Christmas. And every year, without exception, we reach safe
harbor thanks to your generous support.

As we chart our course toward Christmas 2026, we thought
now would be a good time to keep everything sailing
smoothly and help steer clear of any choppy waters ahead.

A few friendly guidelines to help keep things shipshape:

We want to be sure every donation is river and seaworthy.

Please steer clear of bulky yarn, and make sure cowls are wide
enough to comfortably fit over the head (if it doesn’t fit you, it
won’t fit a mariner). While it may feel counterintuitive, scarves
should not wrap multiple times around the neck. Our patterns
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are designed with mariner safety in
mind—caps fit neatly under hard hats,
and scarves and cowls tuck cleanly into
safety vests.

If you choose to chart your own course
and deviate from our patterns—and you
certainly may, as long as you capture
the spirit of them—feel free to send

a sample our way for review if you’re
unsure it will work for the program.

Except for ditty bags, all knit and crochet
items should include gift tags, either
ours or your own design. We strongly
encourage you to complete your own
tags and either affix them to your items
yourself, or pop them in with your
package of donations. This saves a lot

opr W™

of time for packing volunteers in Port
Newark. And please, no safety pins!

We also ask that you skip individual
plastic bags. We understand the
instinct to prevent water damage,
but one sturdy outer bag is more
than enough.

Toiletries should be travel-size only,
and snacks must be single-serving
and individually wrapped. We have to
carefully monitor the weight of each
Santa Sack.

There is no need for expedited or
express shipping. Christmas at Sea
accepts donations year-round, and all
packages should be mailed directly to
Port Newark (Attn. Joanne Bartosik,

Eidia g

The Seamen’s Church Institute,

118 Export St., Port Newark, NJ 07114).
Our New York headquarters houses our
executive offices only.

And finally—there is truly no such thing
as too many donations. Requests

for gifts continue to increase each

year, especially along the inland river
systems. We work hard to make sure

no one is left out. Your gifts have an
immediate and meaningful impact.

Help us spread the word, keep

the wind in our sails, and share
Christmas at Sea with your family
and friends. With your help, we’ll
keep steering steady toward another
successful season.

Thank you.
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Georgia Jervey Sends Hugs
Around the World

For 33 years, Georgia Jervey has been knitting for Christmas Louise was uniquely knowledgeable about maritime culture.

at Sea (CAS). Her father had been a pilot on an inland river tugboat, and
she shared that knowledge generously. Georgia vividly

Originally from New Jersey, Georgia and her husband, remembers her first trip to Port Newark. It was the organized

Hilton, now spend their summers on Cape Cod and their chaos of a packing event, but the experience left a lasting

winters in Florida. She was first introduced to the Seamen’s impression. Seeing the ministry in action made her realize she

Church Institute and Christmas at Sea many years ago by was part of something truly meaningful. In many ways, that’s

her dear friend Louise Anderson, a member of the Women'’s where this story begins.

Group at St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church in New Providence,

New Jersey.
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The Women’s Group at St. Andrew’s made it a priority to
introduce the CAS ministry to parishioners. As part of an
organized outreach effort, they created a storyboard exhibit
that helped tell the story of Christmas at Sea.

Fast forward to several weeks ago when | received an email
from Hilton containing a photograph of Georgia standing
beside a Christmas at Sea exhibit at a craft fair sponsored

by their Florida residential community. The display was
impressive. It featured samples of knitted items, patterns,
photographs, and information clipped from SCI publications.
Georgia had assembled the exhibit entirely on her own.
Curious about what inspired such an ambitious project, |
reached out to learn more,
and had the privilege of
speaking with Georgia by
phone from Cape Cod.

We discussed not only her
eye-catching display, but
also her lifelong love of
knitting and her passion
for Christmas at Sea.

Georgia first picked up
knitting needles at age
seven. Her grandmother
taught her while caring
for Georgia and her sister
during the week their mother spent in the hospital after the
birth of Georgia’s brother. Her first project was a scarf for the
newborn—a gift she laughingly admits he did not need. “That
scarf went from small to large,” she recalled, “with lots of
holes and dropped stitches.”

When | asked how her knitting had changed over the years,
Georgia described herself as something of a perfectionist. In
her view, her knitting has remained largely the same, although
her eyesight is not quite what it once was. These days, she
pays closer attention to every stitch.

Atypical knitting day begins after coffee. She turns on the
news, pulls up a chair, and settles in with her needles. If she
is sitting, she is usually knitting or reading. When she is not
knitting for Christmas at Sea, Georgia makes lap robes and
shawls. She and Hilton also sing in church choirs, both at St.
Mary’s in Florida and St. Christopher’s on Cape Cod.

One of the most distinctive features of Georgia’s knitted gifts
is the handmade tag she attaches to each one. Using heavy

art paper, she traces an outline of her hand. On one side she
writes, “We’re all God’s hands.” On the other: “Reach out
with love.”

Although deeply Christian, Georgia also finds inspiration in
rabbinic wisdom. The idea for the tags came after reading The
Hands of God in The Book of Miracles. Spiritual growth remains
an important part of her life, and she is always seeking ways
to deepen her relationship with God.

When asked about her most memorable Christmas at Sea
experience, Georgia found it difficult to choose just one.
Eventually, she shared a remarkable story. Years ago, a
seafarer from India received
a Christmas at Sea gift during
his first year at sea. The gift
contained one of Georgia’s
knitted vests. Decades later,
during his final year before
retirement, he received
another Christmas at Sea gift.
By coincidence, it was also one
of Georgia’s creations.

For Georgia, the story is

a reminder of the unseen
connections created through
the ministry. She often thinks
about the challenges seafarers face while spending long
periods away from home and loved ones.

Georgia has continued knitting for Christmas at Sea year after
year, partly because she never wanted to let Louise down, but
also because she believes God gave her creative hands and a
purpose for using them. Throughout the year, she fills a box
with knitted items before sending it to CAS. When asked what
she is most proud of, her answer is simple: she never gave up.

And when our conversation turned to the meaning of knitting
with purpose, she paused before offering a thought that
perfectly captures her approach to service: “If you give of
yourself, you get the most reward.”

Postscript: St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church in New Providence,
New Jersey, remains an active and committed supporter of
Christmas at Sea. Each year, Rick Anderson, the late Louise
Anderson’s husband, personally delivers donations to

Port Newark.
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Leave a Lasting Legacy

August is National Make-A-Will Month, a timely
reminder of the importance of creating—

or updating—one of the most important
documents you will ever sign. While a will helps
ensure that your wishes are honored and your
loved ones are cared for, studies suggest that
only about one-third of Americans currently
have one in place.

Far from being a gloomy exercise, estate
planning offers peace of mind and an
opportunity to take control of the future. It also
allows you to reflect on the values and causes
that matter most to you. For many supporters
of SCI, that includes creating a lasting legacy
through charitable giving.

A gift to SCI through your will or estate plan is
a meaningful way to ensure that our mission
of serving and protecting the personal,
professional, and spiritual lives of mariners
and seafarers continues for generations to
come. Legacy gifts help sustain this work well
into the future, extending your impact beyond
your lifetime.

As SCI continues to grow its planned giving
program, we are pleased to welcome John
Noonan as Associate Director of Development.
John brings extensive fundraising and nonprofit
leadership experience from organizations
including Christian Community Action, Inc.,
Catholic Charities Archdiocese of Hartford, the Boys & Girls Club of Greater New Haven, and most recently All Our Kin, Inc., a New
Haven-based organization dedicated to strengthening early childhood education.

If you are considering including SCI in your estate plans, have already done so, or would simply like to learn more about legacy
giving opportunities, John would be delighted to speak with you. As always, we encourage you to consult with a qualified estate
planning attorney to ensure your wishes are properly documented.

John can be reached at jnoonan@seamenschurch.org or 929-819-6289. We are delighted to welcome him to the SCl team.

For more information on legacy gifts, please visit seamenschurch.org/plannedgiving
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Welcome Aboard, Dale Koznecki

Our Christmas at Sea volunteer
team continues to grow, and
we’re delighted to welcome
Dale Koznecki.

Originally from Queens, New
York, Dale recently retired
after a long career in Human
Resources, including many
years at Rutgers University.

S il

Raised by parents who :
believed in giving back to their =it f 3
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community, she was ready to e
find meaningful volunteer work =7 ..
in retirement. Gt

Along the way, Dale learned
to knit through classes and
became active in the Prayer
Shawl Ministry at Calvary
Lutheran Church in Cranford,
New Jersey. It was there
that she first learned about
Christmas at Sea. Fellow
volunteer Robin Marko
encouraged her to become
involved, and we’re certainly
glad she did.

Today, Dale helps process
Christmas at Sea donations
and, as a knitter herself, she

enjoys seeing the creativity and craftsmanship reflected We do our best to

in the items we receive. In the coming months, many of make volunteering
our fiber artists will also become familiar with her through productive, rewarding,
the thank-you notes she will be writing on behalf of and enjoyable.

the program.
Welcome aboard,

Dale appreciates that volunteering provides both purpose Dale—we’re grateful to

and structure in retirement, while offering the flexibility have you as part of the

she was looking for. She also values the welcoming Christmas at Sea family!

atmosphere created by our staff and volunteers. Dalen Cheramie, inland mariner aboard

the MV Mallory Brady, showcasing his CAS
hand-made hat, vest, socks, and scarf!
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118 Export Street,
Port Newark, NJ 07114

Could You Be Our Next Volunteer?

Processing Christmas at Sea donations begins with a brief
orientation and training session. Volunteers assist with a
variety of important tasks, including:

® Processing and sorting donations
@ Preparing gift tags and records
® Assisting with donor acknowledgments

® Breaking down boxes and
organizing supplies

Some tasks involve light physical activity and the use of
simple tools such as box cutters. Volunteers who enjoy writing
are especially welcome to help with donor acknowledgments.

Our facility is barrier-free and fully accessible, with ample free
parking available. While public transportation is unfortunately
not available to the site, we strive to make volunteering as
convenient and welcoming as possible.

If you live near Newark and would like to learn more about
joining our volunteer team, | would be delighted to hear from
you. Like Dale, you may discover that one unexpected turnin
life's journey leads to a rewarding opportunity to serve others.

Contact: Joanne Bartosik
jbartosik@seamenschurch.org
973-589-5828

“Volunteering gives me structure and purpose, and I love
seeing all the beautiful knitting that people create.”

— Dale Koznecki

seamenschurch.org

Follow us
online
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